
Mrs. Ham’s Science Class
2019-2020

In this class we will cover topics in physical, life, and Earth science 
as well as science process and inquiry skills.  We will use an online 
resource, STEMScopes, in lieu of a traditional textbook.  We will 
also maintain an Interactive Science Notebook, this notebook will 
contain reference materials, notes, vocabulary and lab recording 
pages.  

Interactive Science Notebook (ISN)
For our class we will use a composition notebook to create an 
interactive notebook.  The interactive notebook will house vocabulary, 
class notes, experiment recording sheets, and student reflections on 
what they have learned.  Maintaining a neat and complete ISN is 
important to your success.  You should bring your ISN home regularly 
to study and review materials from class.  Your ISN can help you 
prepare for tests, quizzes and complete homework.

ISN Supplies
Interactive Science Notebooks (ISN) allow you to be the author and 
illustrator of a personal textbook.  In order to create the best ISN 
possible, certain supplies will be needed in class everyday:

Scissors
Glue/Glue sticks/tape
Colored Pencils
Colored Pens (not markers)—Paper Mate Flair Pens are great for ISNs



Vocabulary Homework
Understanding and using academic vocabulary is an important part of 
your science education.  Every week you will be assigned 6 vocabulary 
words.  These words will be pulled from the unit that we are studying.  
You will be given the opportunity to practice using the vocabulary 
words in class and at home.  

Vocabulary Quizzes
Every Friday you will demonstrate your mastery of the words and 
meanings on a quiz.  You will be asked to match terms and definitions, 
complete diagrams based on the meanings of the words, and apply 
the vocabulary to the science content.

Make Up Work
We all have to miss school sometimes.  When you are absent, you 
must check the “What Did I Miss?” bin when you return and collect 
missed work and notes.  It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to get 
their make up work and make up any tests or quizzes.  Tutoring is a 
great time to get help with make up work.  My tutoring day is 
Wednesday at 8:00 am or by appointment.

Corrections
Not every assignment is going to be completed perfectly.  Any 
assignment that receives a grade below a 70 may be corrected for up 
to a 70.  All assignments that may be corrected will be returned to 
students in their Thursday folders.  A correction sheet will be stapled 
to the front.  All corrections must be done on the correction sheet and 
turned in to the Corrections/Missing Work basket with a parent 
signature.



Unit Tests
At the conclusion of each science unit we study this year, you will be 
tested on your mastery of the topic.  Unit tests will consist of 10-20 
multiple choice questions.  Unit tests will be given on Tuesday or 
Wednesday after we complete the unit (unless a change needs to be 
made).  You will record the date of the test in your agenda and I will 
post the date on my webpage calendar.  


